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Abstracts

Andrii Baumeister, Anatolii Yermolenko, Viktor Kozlovskyi, Klaus Müller, Serhii Proleev, 
Mykhailo Cherenkov

Religion and rationality. “Filosofs’ka dumka” Round Table  

The round-table concerning the theme Religion and Rationality was held at the Institute of 

Philosophy on June 1, 2012. The discussion was opened with the salutatory address by 

Myroslav Popovych, Academician of NAS of Ukraine, director of the Institute of Phi-

losophy. Ukrainian and German humanists (Klaus Müller, Thomas Bremer, Anatolii Yer-

molenko, Serhii Proleev, Kostiantyn Sigov, Viktor Kozlovskyі, Mykhailo Cherenkov, An-

drii Vasylchenko, Andrii Baumeister), as well as the students of leading Ukrainian univer-

sities and the students of the Catholic faculty of the Münster University (Westfälische 

Wilhelms-Universität) took part in the discussion. We publish a collection of materials pre-

pared on the basis of speeches of the discussion participants.
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Andrii Baumeister  

Destination of philosophy and its limits: intellectual legacy of Thomas Aquinas

The article analyzes current debates around the philosophy of Thomas Aquinas. Is it pos-

sible to say, that Aquinas’ thought is an instance of Christian Philosophy? In what sense it 

is possible to speak about urgency of philosophy of St. Thomas? How Thomas under-

stands the relation between theology and philosophy? How Aquinas estimates natural rea-

son? The article proposes the interpretation of Aquinas’ thought as a version of univer-

salistic position, similar to analytic philosophy.

Keywords: Thomas Aquinas, Christian Philosophy, natural reason, intellect, truth, tra-

dition.

Iryna Lystopad 

The reception of mathematical approach to the Trinity in the XII century Western meta-
physics  

The subject of the article is a mathematical approach for understanding the Trinity. The 

method consists of identification of provenance of the three persons with multiplication. 

The author analyses the origin of the mentioned method in the Augustine’s works, its re-

ception and development in the works of such XII century philosophers as Achard of 

Saint-Victor and Thierry of Chartres. Their teachings are treated from the point of view of 

Neo-Platonism that stimulates to pose the question of conformity of those theories to the 

official doctrine of Catholic Church.

Keywords: Trinity, medieval philosophy, theology, platonism
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Kateryna Rassudina 

Specificity of Catholic philosophers' thought on the example of human person study

The article deals with the criterion for belonging of certain ways of thinking, problems, 

and researchers to the field of Catholic philosophy. According to the author, it is deter-

mined not so much by questions as by the position of a philosopher who in his con-

scious thinking relies on the truth of the Christian faith and the doctrine of the Catholic 

Church. Philosophy can indeed serve theology, and vice versa, because they have a 

common field – human spirituality. The philosopher can answer some theological ques-

tions as well as defend his religious position in philosophical discussions. As examples 

of such philosophizing the article gives reflections of such thinkers of the 20th century 

as J. Maritain, J. Lacroix and K. Wojtyla. The main problem which the author concerns 

is these researchers’ personalistic models built on the Christian conceptual and world-

view base. 

Keywords: Catholic philosophy, the way of thinking, person, relationship, transcendence.

Inna Savynska  

Eccentricity and two-dimensional transcendence of a person: connection of meanings of 
Wojtyla`s and Plessner`s anthropological projects 

The author of the article assumes that notions “eccentricity”, “vertical and horizontal 

transcendence” have common meanings in anthropological projects by Karol Wojtyla and 

Helmut Plessner. The overview of concepts reveals two general areas: philosophical an-

thropology and phenomenology. In this vein the author emphasizes the personal structure: 

I — psyche — body which serves as the basis for human expressions and conscious acts.

Keywords: transcendence of a person, eccentricity, person, self-determination, personal acts

Yuriy Chornomorets 

Heuristic potential of theological project by H.U. von Balthasar 

The paper deals with heuristic potential of the theological system of Hans Urs von 

Balthasar due to the possibility of post-metaphysical interpretation of its theology. This 

interpretation is justified by Balthasar’s criticism of the theologian cosmological and an-

thropological reductions in Christianity and theology. As a result of this interpretation 

three disciplines of the theological system of Hans Urs von Balthasar are legitimized: 

theological aesthetics by the use of phenomenology, theodramatics by the use of herme-

neutics, theology by the use of communicative pragmatics.

Keywords: contemporary theology, reductionism in theology, phenomenology, theological 

aesthetics 

Oleh Khoma, Elvira Chukhray 

Servais Pinckaers about theology, human morals and meaning of life of contempo rary man 

The publication is dedicated to analysis of theoretical innovations introduced by Servais 

Theodor Pinckaers. The authors assert that S. Pinkaers’ argumentation has a lot of aspects. 

Thus we can speak about complex character of the mentioned renovation. In view of the 

aspect of connection of the moral theology with demands and requirements of the 
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contemporary man the Thomistic doctrine of God, as the finite reason and the highest 

blessing of a man, arises as the theoretical principle which substantiates a necessity of re-

novation. The urgent problem of the contemporary human existence which predet-

ermines the return to this doctrine is the lack of life meaning and impossibility to formu-

late the adopted conception of the meaning of life, not going into problems of purpose 

causality rejected by the modern thought. The work is also dedicated to analysis of termi-

nological conception of the first Ukrainian translation of the work by S. Pinkaers “Sources 

of Chris tian Ethics”.

Keywords: morals, moral theology, meaning of life, nominalism, happiness, freedom of 

indifference

Tetiana Chaika 

Conversations with Vilen Horskyi. My institute: The history continues 

We complete publishing the interview of professor Vilen Serhiyovych Horskyi by Tetiana 

Chaika. The thinker tells about the Institute life of the after-Kopnin’s period in the con-

text of thenadays ideological and political situation. He also outlines the main trends in 

historical and philosophical researches which were forming at the time.

Keywords: the history of philosophy of Ukraine, the Mohyla Academy (the 17—18th cen-

turies), Kyiv Rus


