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Ancient Philosophy in Ukraine: current state and perspectives of Ukrainian Classics. 
“Filisofs’ka Dumka” Round Table 

The round table on the problems of today’s Ukrainian Classics has united various speci-

alists: philosophers, philologists and translators of Ancient philosophical texts. The dispu-

tants expressed a wide range of assessments of past development and current state of 

Ukrainian studies of Ancient Philosophy – from moderate optimism to sad statement that 

such studies in Ukraine are, as yet, utterly absent. At the same time, the participants of 

the round table were unanimous that the most urgent need of current Ukrainian Classics 

is preparation and bilingual publication of commented translations, preferably within 

the framework of a unified all-Ukrainian project, with the purpose of gradual creation 

of Ukrainian “Library of Ancient Philosophy”, similar to Loeb Classical Library.
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“Categories” 1—5: original and three translations

The publication consists of the Greek original of the first five chapters of Aristotle’s 

“Categories”, Ukrainian translation from the original, Latin translation by Boethius and 

Ukrainian translation from Boethius’s translation. The two Ukrainian translations are 

made in different terminological key, basing, respectively, on original Slavic vocabulary 

and Ukrainian loanwords from Latin. The introductory comment remarks that the out-

comes of this experimental translation are revelation of various strata of Ukrainian vo-

cabulary fit for reproduction of the European philosophical classics, and also revelation of 

originality and separate philosophical value of the corpus of texts of “Latin Aristotle”.
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The Dialogue “Theages” and its place in Plato’s philosophy of education 

The article, which concerns the history of ancient philosophy, is dedicated to analysis of 

the Plato`s dialogue “Theages”. The detailed examination of the dialogue leads us to the 
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conclusion, that there is a deep connection between “Theages” and other Plato’s dia-

logues, such as “Symposium” and “Theaetetus”. This is particularly true to the doctrine 

of the divine: the author claims the identity of daimonion (in “Theages”), Eros (in 

“Symposium”) and nameless God (in “Theaetetus”). This God essentially defines the 

relation of Socrates to the wisdom and this is why philosophy is the “science of love”. 

The author also draws attention to the dramatic, rhetorical and poetic aspects of 

the Plato`s “Theages” in order to demonstrate its pedagogical mission. Accordingly, 

the study of philosophy, as the author of the article holds, should also be considered as a 

lo ve-art. Prerequisite training in philosophy is synousia, a term, which is very difficult to 

translate unambiguously. Synousia describes the relationship of Socrates and his disciples. 

The author notes that this term has a homoerotic shade of meaning, which is important 

for understanding the educational ideology of Plato.

The author argues that the strange fragments of “Theages” become deciphered by rea-

ding “Symposium” and “Theaetetus” and vice versa. This fact creates a dialogue of dia-

logues, in which “Theages” occupies an important place.
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Ancient “epokhe” and its modern offsprings

The term “epokhe” appeared in ancient philosophy in the context of formation of lo gi-

cal and epistemological procedure of “suspension” towards any question which re-

gards the true character or essence of anything.  Arguments against “suspension” raised by 

Stoics were effectively blocked by representatives of the post-Plato Academy. However, 

Augustin advanced a new chain of arguments, based on his discovery of the “internal” 

objects of knowledge against the skeptical “suspension”. In the modern philosophy the 

image of a skeptic was not generally associated with the act of “suspension”; that is why, 

when new interest to the procedure of philosophical suspension appeared in philosophy 

of the 19th and early 20th century, its connection with the heritage of ancient skepticism 

was either ignored (Mill) or openly denied (Husserl). However, in fact, both Mill’s phe-

nomenalism and Husserl’s phenomenology peculiarly combine the “suspension” towards 

the true essence of external objects, as the ancient skeptics practised, with thorough analy-

sis of those internal (for the subject) objects of knowledge, whose existence was first postu-

lated by Augustine.

Keywords: “epokhe”, skepticism, epistemology, knowledge, phenomenalism, phenome-

nology
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Augustine, Epicurus, and External World Skepticism

The article treats possible Epicurean influences into the Augustinian strategy of refuting 

skepticism. The author considers three possible interpretations of the fragment of “Con-

tra Academicos”, where “quasi earth” is mentioned, and prefers “Epicurean realist inter-

pretation”, according to which all sensual perceptions are true, including even dreams 

and hallucinations. Augustine might not associate himself with such a view, but considered 

it an appropriate tool to refute the views of the Academic Skeptics.
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Procedure of isostenic proposition in Pyrrhonism

The paper deals with the problem of interpretation of the so-called “passage of Aristo c-

les”. This passage is one of the most contradictory sources of philosophy of the early 

Pyrrhonism. The particular subject of consideration is Pyrrhonist interpretation of “spea-

king” as one contrasted to “feelings” and “opinions”.
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Tendency of phenomenology transformation from the philosophy of consciousness to the 
philosophy of experience 

The paper deals with the inner tendency of phenomenology transformation from the 

philosophy of consciousness to the philosophy of experience. In so doing the author in-

dicates to complementary character of the notions of consciousness and experience in 

phenomenological philosophy. The transition from static phenomenology to genetic one is 

presented as a display of the mentioned transformation of phenomenology from the phi-

losophy of consciousness into philosophy of experience. The notions of life-world, inter-

subjectiveness and temporality are considered in the context of this transformation. 
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