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Unity of the world and diversity of cultures. Materials of the Round Table of Ukrainian and 
Russian philosophers 

Problems of coexistence, interaction and preservation of national cultures become more 

and more significant during the globalization epoch. Whether the local is forced out by 

the global? Whether there arises a uniform world culture? What forms do processes of a 

spiritual exchange take today? These and accompanying questions were a subject matter of 

consideration of joint conference of the Russian and Ukrainian philosophers which have 

taken place in Kiev.
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Maryna Kultaeva 

The local in labyrinths of the world society: methodological aspects

The article is devoted to reviewing of conceptualizations of cultural diversity repre sen-

ted in different theoretical versions of the world society. It was explicated that the con-

structs of the world-society reveal their methodological potential by exploring the prob-

lem field of the cultural globalization. The assumption of coming into being of world-

societies as the plurality is connected with interpretation of the world in the theory of 

self-referent social systems (N. Luhmann, R. Stichweh, H. Willke), and opens a new ho-

rizon for understanding of the cultural diversity and searching for a new self-definition of 

the philosophy and sociology.

Keywords: the local, world society, unity and diversity of cultures, cosmopolitan human-

ism, small world phenomenon, methodological cosmopolitism, globalization, intercultu-

ral philosophy

Valentyna Fedotova 

Unity and diversity of cultures in the context of globalization

This article is devoted to the discussion of unity and diversity of cultures in the context 

of globalization. Globalization is often mistakenly treated as a socio-cultural process 

of establishing unity of humanity. Globalization is first of all an information-econo-

mic megatrend, which includes free trade, free exchange of goods, capital, ideas, and 
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people, followed by advertising as a work with people’s consciousness to promote so-

meone’s product to the global market. A precise characterization of the term globali-

zation as glocalization, which stresses the inseparability of global and local, has been 

given by Bri tish sociologist R. Robertson. This article sees globalization as globaliza-

tion of economy and localization of cultures. In the context of clash of civilizations 

threat globalization has produced such social innovation as a desire for a dialogue of 

cultures. 
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alectics, glocalization, humanity, cultural changes, cultural heritage, dialogue, interna-

tional division of labor, innovation 

Oleh Khoma 

Philosophical cultures: indulgence, tolerance and recognition

Cultural tolerance is a consequent stage of the development of interdenominational to-

lerance principle. Its fundamental idea (a priori equality of cultures and recognition of 

incommensurable basic values) failed in the political context (the failure of multicultu-

ralism in Europe), but looks fully effective in other spheres, particularly in relationship 

between philosophical cultures. Incommensurability of languages and untranslatability 

of terminological systems engender unique conceptual complexes which are of interest 

for any philosophical culture. In that way arise the reasons for authentic mutual recogni-

tion of philosophical cultures and renunciation of their division into “truly philosophic” 

and “non-truly philosophic” cultures. The “European vocabulary of philosophies” is an 

important step in this direction since it permits new evaluation of the potential of philo-

sophical languages and cultures. The peculiarities of Russian translations of main Des car-

tes’ Latin works are analyzed in order to confirm this point.

Keywords: tolerance, interdenominational tolerance, cultural tolerance, recognition, phi-

losophical cultures, philosophical languages, philosophical translation, untranslatability, 

“European vocabulary of philosophies”, Decartes, gnosiological terminology of Car te-

sianism, Russian translations of De scar tes’ works 

Vadym Mezhuev 

Dialogue as the method of interculture communication in modern world

The article considers the main conditions of individuals’ entering dialogical relations (re-

fusal of preliminary knowledge of truth, freedom of opinion and judgement, logically de-

monstrative type of reasoning and speech). As a way of communication by people who 

represent various cultures, a dialogue is possible only in civilization, making free individu-

ality the main principle of its existence. From this point of view, it is more correct to talk 

not about the dialogue of civilizations, but about the civilization of a dialogue as the only 

possible model of the future universal civilization. A man, capable of such dialogue is born 

under the conditions of today’s globalization, raising the problem of finding his cultural 

identity depending not only on his ethnical and national and ethnical identity, but also on 

his free choice.

Keywords: dialogue, culture, civilization, dialectics, hermeneutics, self and the other, indi-

viduality, globalization, self-consciousness
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Conflict of cultures and tolerance methodology

During recent decades a popular discourse of tolerance substitutes a threat of violence 

language used as competing key by ideological systems of the last century. But it has not 

yet evidenced that the practice of non-violence has won. The article highlights changes 

both in a contemporary violence politics, and in a general situation of tolerance. Ethnic 

conflicts in local wars give a new view on the principles of tolerance methodology. The 

latter can be recomprehended in terms of culture and politics based on the imperative 

on recognition of the principle of completed existential difference of culture worlds. Fina-

lly this research examines current cultural and political prejudices existing in geopolitical 

relations between Russia and Ukraine. It also outlines possible ways of avoiding intolerant 

conflicts between the latter and other historically close culture worlds.

Keywords: tolerance, culture, identity, conflict, violence, politics, geopolitics 
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National state, national culture and culture sovereignty

National culture is relatively a relatively recent phenomenon. The main condition of its 

possibility is the presence of uber-ethnical and uber-class space of communication. But 

since such space can be created and maintained only by state, national culture and na-

tional state turn out to be inseparable from each other. The time of flourishing of national 

cultures coincides with the time of flourishing of national states. It is the beginning of 

the 19th — mid-20th century.

During the third part of the 20th century the conditions have been formed, that sus-

tainably hampered the nation states’ capability of maintaining a unified symbolic space 

and a unified space of communication. Therefore it is quite likely, that history will confirm 

the rightness of Terry Eagleton, who stated that it was culture, that was the basis for cre-

ating national states in the past; and in the future it will be culture, that will destroy them. 

Sovereignty of the nation states in the cultural sphere is becoming more and more 

fictitious. However its fictitiousness does not prevent states from pretending to it. More-

over, the more obvious the fictitiousness of cultural sovereignty is, the more actively they 

claim to possess it.

This article is concluded with the author’s reflections on the struggle for cultural sov-

ereignty in the post-Soviet context. According to his views, the positions of nationalism 

are as losing, as the positions of cultural imperialism.

Keywords: nation state, sovereignty, national culture, globalization, cultural sovereignty

Tetiana Chaika 

Interviews with Krymskyi. The time of schooling

The publication continues a cycle of interviews with professor S. Krymskyi. This talk con-

tinues the previous one but, now, with accent on the “teacher–student” relationship. In this 

conversation, S. Krymskyi tells us about his experience of apprenticeships. In such a con-

text he expresses a rather paradoxical idea about the role of relations between the teacher 

and the student regarding the intellectual and professional becoming of personality.

Keywords: teacher, teaching, student, schooling, school, continuity
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Aleksandr Piatigorskii, storyteller

The article, based upon talks with philosopher Aleksandra Piatigorskii, considers the re-

lation of philosophy, conversation and story. By the instrumentality of a storyteller fi-

gure analysis performed by Walter Benjamin, story practice embodying philosophical 

thinking is demonstrated. Conversation is described as a possible place of interesting 

thinking, the place beyond which philosophy is not possible.

Keywords: philosophy of consciousness, observation philosophy, conversation, story, sto-

ryteller, consciousness and thinking, decontextualisation, reflection, friendship, case, in-

teresting


