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Analytic philosophy in Ukraine: quo vadis? 

The article deals with the problem of definition of analytic philosophy as one of the lead-

ing contemporary philosophical traditions, and also reviews the perspective of its devel-

opment in today’s Ukraine. Analytic philosophy is treated as one of the available choices 

in philosophy and worldview, one of the voices of pan-European dialogue of philosophi-

cal traditions. The article presumes that analytic philosophy as style and method is prima-

rily oriented towards clarity of wordings and accuracy of statements, as well as towards 

rationality and logical soundness of philosophical argumentation. Analytic way of doing 

philosophy, as developed in the Anglophone countries during the 20th century, is regarded 

as the basic model of analytic philosophy. The article also defines in what ways analytic 

philosophy in Ukraine is special nowadays. The authors accentuate natural openness of 

the Ukrainian followers of analytic tradition to the ideas of phenomenology, anthropol-

ogy, existentialism, communicative philosophy and other latest paradigms of Western-

European philosophy. In addition, the article briefly reviews other articles on analytic 

philosophy published in this issue of “Philosophical Thought” and expresses hope that 

this field will be covered further in the forthcoming issues of the journal. 
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science.
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What is the analytic philosophy?

The paper elucidates some characteristic features of analytic philosophy as a specific di-

rection in modern philosophical thought. The initial point of the investigation is a defi-
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nition of analytic philosophy given by Michael Dummett and its critical consideration in 

the literature of last two decades. Summing up, one can state that analytic philosophy 

in one way or another is bound to the following characteristics: (1) a tendency to consider 

and resolve philosophical problems through the philosophical analysis of language (the 

linguistic turn); (2) an intensive usage of the methods and tools of modern logic, as well 

as connection to a precise philosophical vocabulary which should be introduced in a lo-

gically correct way; (3) highest requirements as to the clarity and preciseness of argu-

mentation involved for substantiation of philosophical claims.

Keywords: analytic philosophy, linguistic turn, logical analysis, elimination of me-

taphysics.
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John Stuart Mill and tradition of analytic philosophy

The history of analytic philosophy is traditionally regarded as having started in the late 

19 — early 20 centuries. However, there was also a long prehistory, centered in British 

philosophy of 17—19 centuries. In an important sense, one may call “analytical” the entire 

mainline of British modern philosophical tradition, from Bacon all the way up to Moore 

and Russell. The works of J. S. Mill confirm that in his time this tradition had been already 

considered, and labeled, an “analytical school in philosophy”. Besides the focus on ana-

lysis, which is a methodological precondition for any application of inductive reasoning, 

this tradition is also distinctive in its loyalty to Aristotelian logic. The reverse side of this 

loyalty is almost complete deafness of this tradition to the heritage of mediaeval patristics 

and post-Kantian German Idealism.
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The birth of analytic philosophy

The article reviews logical and mathematical problems, which were the starting point of 

what is now known as “analytical philosophy”. The author proves that the moment of 

birth of analytic philosophy was Frege’s invention of a notation for quantifiers and varia-

bles in 1879. Another source of analytic philosophy was rather declaration than proof of 

certain philosophical beliefs by Moore and Russell during the 1990s. Generally, an analysis 

of these sources serves to clarify what analytic philosophy is and what it is not, as well as 

why it appeared exactly at the beginning of the 20th century.
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language, empiricism, sense and nonsense.
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Fiasco of extensional language program and its meaning for the social science

Some attempts to develop a language without intensional contexts are considered. 

Wittgenstein’s “Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus” was a guide sign for such a program, 

and its careful justification was given by Carnap in his “Meaning and Necessity”. Exten-

sional language would have made possible methodical abstraction from the agents’ sel f-

un derstanding and the use of solely meta-language in social science. Some examples dem-

onstrate, however, that this program was a failure, and that solution of intensional state-

ments problem is impossible unless a context of (possible) communication of a subject of 

inquiry and its object is presupposed.
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Grice: Searching for Invisible Meanings

The analytical overview of the natural language pragmatic dimension researches initiated 

by Grice has been undertaken. Intentional semantics and inferential pragmatic are con-

sidered correspondingly in the first and second part of the paper. The mentioned research 

programs constitute one of the most influential strategies in the contemporary analytic 

philosophy of language and stimulate, on the one hand, lively debates with formal-research 

oriented investigators, and on the other hand, research reorientation from predominantly 

linguistic dimension to mental and social dimensions. Grice’s treatment of the “speaker’s 

meaning”-phenomenon, the variety of semantic and pragmatic implications, mechanisms 

of pragmatic inferences (implicatures) are considered in the work.

The third part is devoted to a number of contemporary post-Gricean investigations, 

which are linked with different strengthenings of Gricean tactics (implicitures, imlicatu-

res of politeness, particularized and generalized implicatures), or with radical alternative 

to Gricean views (relevance theory).
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By the method of “touch” 

The author draws attention to the Western thought being based first and foremost on visu-

al image, from Plato’s “eidos” to E. Husserl’s “phenomena”. The new Western thought, 

however, states as original and principal the other, tactile foundation of world perception. 

The author dwells upon the concept of “being handy”, “at hand” (Zuhandene), offered 

by M. Heidegger. The “by touch” contact with the world is prime and basic, for it comes 
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before other senses. The main point of the article is that the human expecting an object to 

answer appears determined by the first object to touch — a human body.

Keywords: human thought, contact with the world, visual / tactile foundation of world 

perception. 

Tetiana Chaika (interviewer) — candidate of science in philosophy, research fellow of 

the Department of the History of Philosophy of Ukraine, Hr. Skovoroda Institute of Phi-

losophy, NAS of Ukraine. 

Interview with Krymskyi. When reading Hegel and Marx 

The publication continues a cycle of interviews with professor S. Krymskyi. This talk con-

tinues chronologically the previous one but with another semantic accent: on the meeting 

with a book. You know that not only meeting with different people uses to be important but 

also those with books. S. Krymskyi’s narration is about the consequences of the meeting 

with Hegel and Marx in his life and his assessment of those consequences 60 years later.

Keywords: Hegel, Marx, dialectics, philosophy, speculative approach.
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Interview with Randall Collins

This material is the interview with Randall Collins — Professor of Sociology, University of 

Pennsylvania, author of the fundamental work “The Sociology of Philosophies: A Global 

Theory of Intellectual Change” (1998). The interview coveres issues of scientific work and 

life of Randall Collins, his career and vision of his contribution to the world sociology. The 

article also presents Randall Collins’ views on the questions of philosophy and philoso-

phical processes.
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Cognitive instances in Descartes’ terminology 

The correlation of Latin and French gnoseological lexicon of Descartes’ works and the 

necessity to translate the French terms with due account taken of their Latin prototypes 

has been analyzed in the article. Proceeding from the thesis about a greater level of termi-

nological development of Descartes’ Latin texts the conceptual approach is suggested for 

the translation of French Cartesian texts and the updated system of Ukrainian termino-

logical analogues.

Keywords: Descartes, Cartesianism, gnoseology, knowledge, Latinterminology of Descar-

tes, animus, ingenium, mens, intellectus, ratio, сomprehendere, сoncipere, intelligere, 

in tueri, philosophical translation, untranslatability. 


