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The philosophy of education in Ukraine of the 19th — early 20th century: What archival 
sources say?

The philosophy of education in Ukraine of the 20th — early 20th century. — Is that a fic-

tion or real fact? The paper is dedicated to analysis of methodological preconditions and 

methodical means of studying this issue. It is emphasized that the culturological approach 

enables to explicate the historical forms of the philosophy of education. In compliance 

with its postulates the subject of the philosophy of education is defined as educationally 

specialized philosophical discourse that cannot be reproduced only on the basis of the 

published works but with the help of archival data. The connection of the philosophy of 

education with academic philosophy is noticed. The historical factors are shown which 

should be taken into account when studying the history of the philosophy of education in 

Ukraine of the 19th — early 20th century. The fragments and descriptions of some typical 

archival documents — educational programs, synopses of lectures, reports of educational 

institutes, surveys of teaching, class registers and curriculums — as sources of information 

are presented that permitted to reconstruct the philosophy-educational discourse in the 

Kyiv academic tradition of the stated period. 

Yaryna Yurynets — Professor’s assistant and post-graduate student of the Department of 

Philosophy and Religious Studies, National University “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy”. The re-

search interests are: the history of philosophy; Ukrainian philosophy in the Soviet period. 

New materials for the biography of Volodymyr Yurynets: Student years at Lviv and Vienna 
Universities

Based on the identified in the State Archives of Lviv Region and Archives of the University 

of Vienna documents and materials, the anthor has reconstructed the important stage of 

becoming a professional of Ukrainian Soviet philosopher Volodymyr Yurynets (1890—

1937), which is associated with his student years. As found out by the author, studying in 

Lviv (1908—1910) and Vienna (1910—1913) universities Yurynets obtained natural sci-

ence and humanitarian (primarily — philosophic) education in the creative atmosphere of 

powerful scientific and educational centers, new discoveries, theoretical searches, fierce 

debates. His teachers and mentors were such outstanding scientists and teachers, as K. Twar-

dowski, J. Łukasiewicz, J. Puzyna, M. Hrushevskyi, F. Hasenöhrl, E. Schrödinger, F. Mer-
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tens, F. Jodl, V. Jerusalem, A. Adler et al. During the study V. Yurynets proved himself 

not only as a capable and diligent student, but also as a literary critic, poet, and social 

activist. Knowledge and professional skills gained by V. Yurynets during his study not only 

contributed to his intellectual and cultural growth, but also defined the future of his scien-

tific interests, which always belonged to philosophy, natural science and literature. 

Maryna Tkachuk — Doctor of sciences in philosophy, Professor, Head of the Department 
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research interests are: the history of philosophy in Ukrainian and Russian Universities and 
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Philosophical Education in the Soviet Ukraine: The experience of understanding of historical 
documents and archival materials

The author defends the thesis that understanding the phenomenon of Soviet philosophy 

should be based on the studies in its history, which require the analysis of the great amount 

of sources (not only philosophical), archival documents and materials — including those 

related to the history of philosophical education in the Soviet period. According to the 

author, a model of philosophical education, developed in the USSR, should be considered 

in close connection with the Soviet model of education in general, the formation of which 

occurred in the process of total destruction of the “old” education system and creation of 

the mechanism for production and distribution of knowledge, the slave problem of educa-

tion of the “new” human — creator of communism. 

Based on historical documents and materials, the author shows that the basic directions 

of the creation of the Soviet model of philosophical education were elimination of the 

“old” philosophical intellectuals and philosophical institutions, creation of the system for 

training “red professors of philosophy”, transformation of philosophy into the “maid” of 

Marxist-Leninist ideology and the teaching of philosophical disciplines — into one of the 

main instruments of “ideological education” work at high schools.
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About some problems and paradoxes of modern studies on Chyzhevskyi’s heritage 

This article attempts to analyze the current state, problems and paradoxes of international 

Chуzhevskyi’s studies and outlines possible ways to overcome them. Such paradoxes, ac-

cording to the author, are: 1) the ambivalence of modern creativity and personality assess-

ments of D. Chyzhevskyi at home and in the West (“classic” — “contemporary”), which 

caused a dissipation of its archive in Heidelberg; 2) lack of permanent connection between 

development of Chуzhevskyi’s studies and processing of Chуzhevskyi’s personal archives 

in Halle and Heidelberg; 3) the presence of significant gaps in the Chуzhevskyi’s archi-

val collections in Germany, the overcoming of which none of the custodians of archives 

purposefully are engaged in; 4) danger of losing many Chуzhevskyi’s manuscripts and let-

ters, which are now kept in private archives of his friends, students and colleagues. The 

article deals with a number of methodological and conceptual issues relating to: the study 

of the genesis and periodization of scientist’s creativity for informative, not “geographi-
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cal” principle; translation of Chуzhevskyi’s foreign language works; national attribution 

of his heritage; preparation of academic publication of his correspondence; necessity of 

establishing chronology of the scientist’s life. According to the author, with the develop-

ment of Chуzhevskyi’s heritage, his image will significantly change, being enriched with 

understanding of tragedy of his personal and scientific biographies, and more attention 

to “early Chуzhevskyi” 1920—1940-ies will introduce him as a philosopher-theorist and 

historian of the church, not only the historian of philosophy and Slavicist.
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Dialogue through the years: Dmytro Сhуzhevskуi and Georgеs Florovskуi’s correspondence

The article reviews the life and relationships of two remarkable thinkers of the Russian-

Ukrainian emigration of the 20th century — Dmуtro Сhуzhevskуi and Georgеs Florovskуi. 

The author shows how their long friendship, which they kept through all the life storms, 

was built on mutual respect, trust and professionalism. These thinkers enriched science 

with a great creative and archival heritage, the part of which is their correspondence. The 

author presents brief information about the archival collections of scientists and intro-

duces 15 letters of D. Сhуzhevskуi to G. Florovskуi during 1926 to 1972. These letters are 

published in Ukraine for the first time.


