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Logic Under Transition Times: Academism VS Pragmatism (Round Table of the “Filosofs’ka 
dumka”)

The wealth of technical developments in all areas of logic in recent years has not diminished 

the need of serious philosophical reflection on the nature of logic. Indeed, there is a 

growing gap between the logician’s work and the philosopher’s urge to understand the 

scope of that work. The aim of the discussion at Round Table is to offer material toward 

filling that gap. The set of questions has been suggested to representatives of so-called Kiev 

circle of logicians. By their answers, the “Filosofska dumka” is starting a long conversation 

on contemporary logic issues, which actually is aimed at a dialog and further collaboration 

with representatives of another fields of philosophy and science. Publication of further 

discussion will be continued in next issues.
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The Logical Studies in Kyiv (the 19th — early 20th centuries)

This paper is devoted to the logical investigations in Kyiv (the 19th — early 20th centuries). 

The paper goal is, firstly, to analyze logic of both the scientific and academic discipline 

in Kyiv Theological Academy and St. Volodymyr University; secondly, to tell about 

representatives of Kyiv academic and university philosophy, who made their contribution 

to the development of logic. Some of them have sunk into oblivion for a long time and their 

names are still unknown in the logic community.  

The issues discussed by representatives of Kyiv philosophers were in the mainstream of 

West European philosophy and logic of those times. In what way shall logic be reformed? In 

what way shall its subject matter be determined? Can logic be considered only as a formal 

discipline? What are the relationships between logic and psychology? Can psychology be 

considered the foundation of logic? What is the methodological significance of logic? 

Addressing these issues, Kyiv philosophers have created original conceptions of logic which 

are of interest not only from the point of view of the history of logic but also from the point 

of view of present-day tendencies of the logical knowledge development.
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Analogy in Cognitive Science (Traditional Conceptions and Models) 

The article considers conceptions and models of analogical inferences in Cognitive Science. 

So called “traditional” conceptions, started from Dedre Gentner’s Structure Mapping 

Theory, are analyzed. The author investigates logical structures of models that were built 

(SME, ACME, AMBR, etc.) and also methodological assumptions and principles adopted 

by their authors.
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Semantic Problems of Reference: Direct Reference, Referentiality, Truth 

“Name and thing”, — how do we speak about things, signify them, nominate, concern 

with? How do words refer? What is the ‘mechanism’ of reference’? The paper is concerned 

with analysis of different viewpoints and theories on reference.  So called “new theory of 

reference” and direct reference theory by F. Recanati, contemporary French philosopher 

(Institut Jean-Nicod, CNRS, Paris) are considered. Theory of direct reference is in special 

focus of consideration. “What is it for singular term, or for use of singular term, to be 

referential in the strong sense, i.e. ‘purely’ or ‘directly’ referential” (F. Recanati) — is 

the general question of the theory construed as a linguistic phenomenon, having para llel 

feature in thought. The concept of “referentiality” including the analysis of Kripke’s 
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rigid designator and his theory of rigidity as truth-conditions are given in certain se  man-

tical context. 

The approaches to general theory of reference, including historically significant de fi ni-

tions, theory of proper names, descriptive, causal and ‘hybrid’ theories of reference, kinds 

of referential expressions are analyzed through the problems of existence, identity, sense 

(meaning) and truth. 
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Logical possibility as a semantical category

In the paper, the general theory of semantical triangle is developed. Fundamental notions 

of correspondence in Frege’s triangle, metalogical possibility, logical possibility, and 

fact are introduced. There are only 7 metalogical possibilities, so they all are described. 

On the basis of treatment the sense as a function the theory of abstract semantical 

valuations is developed. This theory implies two well-known theories, i. e. existence 

theory and truth function theory, because we can treat existence of individuals and truth 

functions as abstract semantical valuations defined on the basis of Frege’s triangle. So, 

the theory of Frege’s triangle can explain what is existence and can be a fundament for 

the correspondence theory of truth. At last, the notions of logical possibility and factual 

possibility are distinguished.
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Analysis of the existential suppositions in modal logic and the idea of multimodal logic of 
existence

Actualistic and possibilistic interpretations of the first-order quantified modal logic S5A are 

analyzed in the article. Their equivalence and independence of the purely logical language 

are demonstrated. Some conclusions are made concerning the possibility of using logic as 

an instrument for the analysis of metaphysical theories, and multimodal logic of existence 

is proposed to be used for this purpose. 
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“Event”, “Travel”, “Situation” of thought (concerning the issue of bio-conceptography po-
ten tialities)

 The article is devoted to analysis of the “bio-conceptography”, a new field of research in 

the sphere of the history of science, history of philosophy, history and culture of thinking. 

“Bio-conceptography” deals with coincidence of the cardinal biographical and concep-

tual changes, crises and resonances. Such ideas as the “event of thought”, “situation of 

thought”, “ethos of philosophy” are considered from this point of view.

Keywords:  “bio-conceptography”, event of thought, ethos, situation, topological dimen-

sion of thinking 


