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The Power and Reforms in Ukraine. A Round Table of the Institute of Philosophy and 
Institute of Sociology, NAS of Ukraine

The problem of the society choice of the prospects of its existence, possibilities and 

limits of this choice, real alternatives and preconditions of their realization – these are 

the necessary subjects of the socio-philosophic reflexion. A common meeting of 

Scientific Councils of the Institute of Philosophy and Institute of Sociology of NAS of 

Ukraine, devoted to this subject, was held in terms of the “round table”. A draft report 

of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, concerning the priorities of the state 

policy, became a subject of the discussion, especially urgent in the light of current 

changes in the state power of the country. The reports of the “round table” participants 

were dedicated, on the one hand, to the problems in constructing the Ukrainian model 

of society development on the rational principles and, on the other hand, to the society 

dialogue with authorities, as well as the place of the special social knowledge in this 

dialogue about the partake of sciences, and philosophy in particular, in legitimation of 

the authorities’ decisions, about the public use of intellect in Ukraine and about the 

surprise and shame as regards this question, and thus, about responsibility of everybody 

concerned in the approval of socially significant decisions and , in a broader sense, 

about the responsibility of the personal choice.

Keywords: model of society development (Ukraine), scientists' dialogue with au-

thorities, responsibility of the choice
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The Apologetic Offensive of the Philosophy: The German Experience

The article is devoted to the problem of the social relevance of the philosophy in the 

modern complex structured societies involved in the process of globalization. The con-

temporary philosophy seems to lose its image as an orientations science. The discourse 

Initiated by German philosophers is devoted to this matter deals with the problem of 

their professional self-understanding as well as with theoretical and practical require-

ment of orientation in the social life. There were some ways explicated to prove the so-

cial and cultural appointment of the philosophy by complementary application of the 

heuristic potential of different approaches. The critical acquirement of this experience 

is very important for the Ukrainian society that is looking for orientation. 
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Global Crisis and Cycles of Economic Development

Nikolai Kondratiev, a Russian economist, who had studied a huge amount of empirical 

material, came to a conclusion that the existence of large cycles in dynamic economic 

processes does not mean a disaster. N. Kondratiev identified approximate time limits 

for each of cycles and patterns, described two types of "long waves" — the raising and 

fall-down ones. Hence, he was able to predict the years of Great Depression of 1929—

1933 and its main features.

The fall-down waves embrace the periods of extensive development of resources of 

the world periphery by the centers of industrial society; the priority of financial opera-

tions over the investments is established, the labor becomes cheaper. The fall-down 

waves are characterized by slow progress and development of communications tech-

nologies. A rapid technological progress and the increase of social value of knowledge, 

as well as the appearance of new centers of high-tech industry are characteristic of the 

raising wave period.

The globalization of recent decades has coincided in time with a fall-down mo-

ment when cheap labor power is one of the main principles of the doctrine. This ulti-

mately leads to serious negative social and anthropological consequences and dysfunc-

tional changes, in education and socialization processes of individuals in particular.

New Kondratiev’s wave, being a result of the global crisis, requires the replace-

ment of the doctrine of cheap labor power by high-qualification and well-paid work, 

introduction of new technologies, transformation of the relationship between the glob-

al centers and peripheries.

Keywords: global crisis, "Kondratiev's waves" concepts, globalization, doctrine of 

cheap labor, scenarios of development
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Humanitarian Сomponent of Conflicts as the Subject Matter of the Humanitarian 
Expertise 

An integral approach towards an investigation of “humanitarian composite” of con-

flicts, which is not reduced to sociological, psychological, legal, moral and other di-

mensions, is suggested in the article. To prove it, the author applies to the habitus the-

ory of P. Bourdieu and to the instruments of phenomenological sociology, represented, 

first of all, by А. Schutz and Т. Luckman, as well as to the moral conception of Ch. 

Taylor, in which human identity is regarded from the standpoint of moral orientation in 

social space. A thought, that an identity is created by means of liabilities and identifica-

tions, that constitute the framework for the space where the identities define their posi-

tions, is maintained. So, the issue of moral orientation cannot be solved by means of 

general terms. The thing we call the “identity crisis” is an acute form of disorientation, 

and people often express within the terms of not-knowing who they are. From this 

standpoint, the definitions of “humanitarian crisis”, “humanitarian catastrophe”, “hu-

manitarian values”, “humanitarian assistance”, “humanitarian expertise”, traditional 

for humanitarian analytics, are read in a new way. The latter should not be regarded as 

that, aimed to solve problems instead of a human, but as that, aimed to make a human 
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to take a decision concerning his/her life independently and knowingly. Thus, the em-

phasis is transferred from an avoidable evaluation of possible risks and dangers to the 

human’s possibility of independent partaking in the treatment of his/her “disease” (liq-

uidation of the mentioned risks and dangers) and “good-bad” definition for his/her 

life, i.e. to achieve the condition, having a sense of a certain therapeutic effect. 
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tern, identity, prescribed knowledge, recognition, humanitarian composite.
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Phaenomenon bene fundatum

By virtue of analysis of Leibniz’ «phenomenon» concept, the author tries to prove that 

monadology of Leibniz arises as an attempt to give the metaphysical ground of his phe-

nomenology. Three reasons allow us to assert that we deal with a phenomenological 

theory of Leibniz: first, the description of the phenomenon as an initial object of every 

cognition; second, confession of phenomenal character of the material world and spa-

tio-temporal relations, and also of independence of the phenomenal world from the 

subject perceiving it; third, the phenomenal experience determines the limits of every 

cognition of reality, therefore all concepts and principles of metaphysics are examined 

by Leibniz only as hypotheses, which must be conformed with phenomenal experience. 

The Leibniz, particularly in two points: it rehabilitates the concept of substance, and it 

is oriented to the ground of scientific experience. 
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Dissimilation of the analytic philosophy, or How do philosophers devise a tradition

The problem of origins of the analytic philosophy is a subject of a profound intrinsic con-

sideration among such contemporary thinkers as R. Monk. His key standpoint is that 

interpretative clue protracted by M. Dummett made it possible to discover a historic im-

petus for the whole “linguistic movement” in Frege’s thought. Monk’s objection points out 

that the analytic philosophy was full-methodologically structured movement already de-

fined in its strategies since the beginning. The crucial opposition between those analysts 

wh o declared logic as a vehicle for a metaphilosophical position and those who considered 

it were the final aim of its development was exposed in Wittgenstein’s Tractatus. Although 

the patterns of reconsidering the method-validity problem became the point of self-iden-

tification for analysts, which then established two traditions – logical and linguistic anal-

ysis – instead of the former one, the real core within this tradition was not “the linguistic 

turn” but, namely, the variety of possibilities of the analysis. The author’s opinion is that 

a devising of any kind of tradition is a way to sum up and outline its perspectives; hereby 

it needs such a rewriting which would productively include each of alternatives into as-

sessment of its own historic self-reflections. 
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